[Is reaching consensus on the development of guidelines nonsense?].
Cultural background influences the development of guidelines. In Germany, classifications exist from S1 (low level of evidence, no structured process of consensus finding) up to S3 (high level of evidence, consensus finding by a representative body). Consensus is indispensable in the guideline development process because every step is influenced by preferences and values, from the choice of output and outcome criteria to the role of pathophysiological models in the assessment of new therapies. A structured process of consensus finding increases transparency. Different models of consensus finding are discussed.